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i Monsignors Syamek and {lal#®, leaders of the People's Party, learned early
in 1940 thed Alois Petr, YMember of Perlisment and Secretary General of the
People's Party, had cormitted a soriocus fraud. On the occasion of tha
currency reforn he hed reised a considersble amount of money {about 2,000,000
crouns) in the old worthless Protectorate currency and had received ths
parity rate for it by declaring it to be funds belonging to the People's
Farty. He had then used the money for hig own ends. -When Sramek and Hala
beeame aware of this, they began to push Petr out of his position, whieh had
bitherto been prominent, For the time ‘being they let hin keep his lesding
role in the Party, but eliminated him from the peereteriat irrediately. By
May 1946 1t was a quéstion thether he would be admitted to Parliament o+ all,
Howevar, sinee the investigetion of his ease had not yet been completed at
that time, he still was able to run for reelection.: By.the ond of 1946 Sramek
had collected exmct Gvidenss 6f Potr's embezzlenent, and the lotter!s copplets
exciusion from politics seamed only a question of time, In his desperation,
Potr posed as & loftewinger within the People’s Party and developed incrosse
ingly intinate relations with the Communists. The latter aporoached source
2t this time with queries ds to Petr's relinbility. Yeanwhlile, Petr was being
onitted from invitetions at the’ Parliementsry Club. Source wes witness to
his dissolnte way of living at this time and notes thet nothing seemed to
matter to him say nors, .

Petr welcomed the coup d'etat in February 1948 and, when he was approzched by
Hindeter Cepicka, irmediately put himeelf at the disposal of the Communists.
Petr declares thet he selected end medoe Plojher the second minister from the
People’s Party in the new cabinet, and it is known that st that time the Come
mniste were carrying on their negotistions with the Feople's Party only
through Petr, Petr himself was eppointed Minister of Transport. In this posi-
tion one of his functions has been the issving of warrants for the purchase of
‘automoblles to officlals as well as o private individuals, Each of these
varrants has a value of 50,000 to 60,000 Kos., and so far Peir has issued about
sixty of them 11llegally, i.e. to tnauthorized persons, TFor instanse, a certain
btusinesoman received four werrants from him in the space of ebout fivs months.
The Commmists around Petr knew of these transactions and even condoned them so

as to get 2 tighter hold OW
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lleanwhile, the balance of power in the People's Party was shifting slowly
from Petr to Plojhar, who had been less well knowm. Plojhar begen to check
hinself in the excesses of his private life (he drank excessively and was
known for his meny love affairs) and began to advance rapidly. DBy liay and
June 1948 it was apperent that Plojhar was the top man in the People’s Party,

"and the Communis® would negotiste only with him, In Cabinet meetings Petr

was snubbed and elmost lost the right to speak. Hig suggestions were tutned
down without discussion, and he became an embarrassing figure. Plojhar, how-
ever; is on intimate terms with Gottwald and Slansky and is often invited to
their houses, He often makes speeches at meetings of Communist workers,

Petr would like to bring sbout an agreement between the Commmniste and Areh-
bishop Beran, whereas Plojhar advocates an uncompronising and harsh attitude
toward the Church. The Archbishop is just as uncompromising. Oa one occasion,
when iavited to a meeting with representatives of the Cormunist Party, Bervan
excused himself and compelled them to cone as for as Benesov to meet him, vhere
he was 2t that time busied with confirmstions, In his famous sermon about

Zt. Wenceslous and Boleslav the implied comparison with himself and Gotiwald
wvas plain o his listeners., (8%, Weneeslaus, who favored Western influences
in Bohemia, was murdered on the steps of a church by his brother, Boleclav,

who had seized the throne from him.) Churches are cPowded by people hoping

%0 hear come words of critielsm, even in disguised form, of the Govermment,

Among the leaders of the People's Party thore is still another perconality
worth mentioning here: Dr. Dionysius Polansky, Polansky considers that
even Plojhar is not sufficiently leftist. lle is a friend of Cepicka and
mointains close reletions with a certain offieial at--the Sovliet Embussy, lle
is frequently picked up, by arrangement, by & Russiap car at a night club or
a party and telen to the foviet Embassy. Source saw this happen one night
&t 11200, when Pelansky wes in a state of complete intoxicetion, Apparently
he and Plojhar go much too far to suit Petr, but the latter is unable to do
anything ebout it.
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